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Polytechnic students

Number of new students in polytechnics decreased
According to Statistics Finland, the number of new students in polytechnic education leading to
a qualification decreased by two per cent compared with the previous year. There were a total
of 37,500 new students in the autumn of 2013. The heaviest decline in the number of new
students was seen in the field of culture, over 28 per cent, and in the field of tourism, catering
and domestic services, 27 per cent. The third highest decline in the number of new students was
found in the field of natural sciences, almost eight per cent. In the field of health, welfare and
sports and the field of technology and transport, the number of new students increased slightly.

New students in polytechnics by field of education (Educational
Administration's classification) in 2012 to 2013

Reviewed by region, the number of new students decreased most in the region of Lapland, 13 per cent
and in Central Ostrobothnia, 12 per cent. In the regions of Päijät-Häme and South Karelia, more than ten
per cent fewer new students began their studies than in the year before. By contrast, the number of new
students grew in the regions of Etelä-Savo, Kymenlaakso and Varsinais-Suomi.
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New students and total number of students in polytechnics in 1995
to 2013

The total number of students also contracted compared with the previous year, by 0.7 per cent. Altogether,
polytechnics had 138,900 students. The number of students attending education for young people leading
to a polytechnic degree was 108,400 and in adult education leading to a polytechnic degree 21,900. The
number of students attending education leading to a higher polytechnic degree grew. There were 8,600
such students, which is over 700 more than in 2012.

At 30 per cent of all students, there were most students in education leading to a polytechnic degree in the
field of technology and transport. Altogether, 27 per cent of students were studying in the field of health,
welfare and sports and 20 per cent in the field of social sciences, business economics and administration.
At 33 per cent of all students, there were most students in education leading to a higher polytechnic degree
in the field of health, welfare and sports. Altogether, 28 per cent of students in education leading to a
higher polytechnic degree were studying in the field of social sciences, business economics and
administration and 24 per cent in the field of technology and transport.

The number of students was highest at Helsinki Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, 16,300. The
next highest numbers of students were found at Haaga-Helia University of Applied Sciences, 10,000, at
Tampere University of Applied Sciences and at Turku University of Applied Sciences with over 9,600
students at both. The smallest polytechnic was the Police College of Finland with 90 students.

More detailed time series data on polytechnic students and new students by education, region of location
of education and polytechnic are available in the appendix tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. New students and total number of students in polytechnics by type of education
and fields of education (Educational Administration's classification) in 2012 to 2013

Total number of
students 2013

New students
2013

Total number of
students 2012

New students
2012

Type of education

138 88037 511139 87638 300Students by fields of education
1 7215251 674525Humanities and Education

10 8352 07511 9542 888Culture

28 8918 09228 3758 132
Social Sciences, Business and
Administration

5 7651 4825 8981 607Natural Sciences

41 03210 72241 21310 397
Technology, Communications and
Transport

4 1861 0514 3001 097
Natural Resources and the
Environment

38 14811 69837 38311 089Social Services, Health and Sports

8 2141 8669 0042 565
Tourism, Catering and Domestic
Services

88-75-Other Education

108 39927 593110 36928 902TotalEducation
for young 1 4434241 380385Humanities and Education
people

9 3161 64010 3852 391Cultureleading to a
polytechnic
degree 21 6845 93021 5205 906

Social Sciences, Business and
Administration

4 4781 0974 6441 236Natural Sciences

33 4828 35533 8448 310
Technology, Communications and
Transport

3 2427663 342849
Natural Resources and the
Environment

28 4088 00128 2497 873Social Services, Health and Sports

6 3461 3807 0051 952
Tourism, Catering and Domestic
Services

21 9156 62421 6736 490TotalAdult
education 20376214100Humanities and Education
leading to a

1 3503421 408398Culturepolytechnic
degree

4 8231 3594 7511 391
Social Sciences, Business and
Administration

981273990268Natural Sciences

5 4971 4885 4911 410
Technology, Communications and
Transport

738186789223
Natural Resources and the
Environment

6 9052 5486 5272 295Social Services, Health and Sports

1 3303521 428405
Tourism, Catering and Domestic
Services

88-75-Other Education
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Total number of
students 2013

New students
2013

Total number of
students 2012

New students
2012

Type of education

8 5663 2947 8342 908TotalHigher
polytechnic
degree
(Master)

75258040Humanities and Education

1699316199Culture

2 3848032 104835
Social Sciences, Business and
Administration

306112264103Natural Sciences

2 0538791 878677
Technology, Communications and
Transport

2069916925
Natural Resources and the
Environment

2 8351 1492 607921Social Services, Health and Sports

538134571208
Tourism, Catering and Domestic
Services

Appendix table 2. New students and total number of students in polytechnics by region of education
in 2013

Total number of
students, women

Total number of
students, men

Total number of
students

New students,
women

New students,
men

New students,
total

Regions of Education

74 71564 165138 88020 97616 53537 511Whole Country, Total
74 50563 783138 28820 90816 43737 345Continental Finland
21 69917 26038 9596 1144 37610 490Uusimaa

6 1665 15411 3201 8771 3323 209Varsinais-Suomi

3 3182 6886 0069186691 587Satakunta

3 1812 9336 1148617341 595Kanta-Häme

5 0365 44310 4791 3861 3932 779Pirkanmaa

3 3672 3345 7018366051 441Päijät-Häme

2 2511 9634 2146796041 283Kymenlaakso

1 8411 2313 072501299800South Karelia

2 7492 0314 7808916051 496Etelä-Savo

3 5142 8656 3799617821 743Pohjois-Savo

2 0231 9243 947525462987North Karelia

3 7833 5067 2899718951 866Central Finland

2 5652 3394 9047215711 292South Ostrobothnia

2 6623 0275 6897387451 483Ostrobothnia

1 0208181 838292174466Central Ostrobothnia

4 9494 3499 2981 3971 2122 609North Ostrobothnia

1 1121 0692 181322270592Kainuu

3 2692 8496 1189187091 627Lapland

2103825926898166Åland
2103825926898166Åland
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Appendix table 3. New students and total number of students in polytechnics by polytechnics in
2013

Total number of
students,
women

Total number of
students, men

Total number of
students

New
students,
women

New
students,
men

New students,
total

Polytechnic

74 71564 165138 88020 97616 53537 511Total
1 3929612 353358207565Arcada Polytechnic

1 7891 5783 367483351834Centria Polytechnic

2 5675203 087747139886Diakonia Polytechnic

6 0234 03710 0601 5839952 578Haaga-Helia Polytechnic

1 1353181 45332699425Humanities Polytechnic

3 3833 4716 8549138631 776Häme Polytechnic (HAMK)

3 5873 4397 0269248771 801Jyväskylä Polytechnic

1 1121 0692 181322270592Kajaani Polytechnic

1 9381 8963 834525462987Karelia Polytechnic

1 5431 2122 755423317740Kemi-Tornio Polytechnic

2 2511 9634 2146796041 283Kymenlaakso Polytechnic

3 1392 0665 2057745381 312Lahti Polytechnic

5 2182 5277 7451 5826272 209Laurea Polytechnic

7 2069 12716 3332 0622 4014 463Metropolia Polytechnic

2 3511 9714 3227415741 315Mikkeli Polytechnic

1 8481 9413 7895524781 030Novia Polytechnic

4 1173 7497 8661 1851 0732 258Oulu Polytechnic

147488---Police College

1 6471 6043 251479387866Rovaniemi Polytechnic

1 8411 2313 072501299800Saimaa Polytechnic

3 0022 6485 6508296601 489Satakunta Polytechnic

3 3832 8476 2309187741 692Savonia Polytechnic

2 5852 3404 9257215711 292Seinäjoki Polytechnic

4 8004 8309 6301 3341 2642 598Tampere Polytechnic

5 0964 5929 6881 5531 1772 730Turku Polytechnic

1 5381 7723 310394430824Vaasa Polytechnic

2103825926898166
Åland University of Applied
Sciences
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Appendix table 4. Students in polytecnics 1995 to 2013 and completed polytechnic degrees 1995
to 2012

PolytechnicYear

Completed
qualifications
and degrees,
women

Completed
gualifications
and degrees

Total number
of students,
women

Total number
of students

New
students,
women

New
students

Permanent
polytechnics

Temporary
polytechnics

1 1201 63815 89031 5575 38010 540..221995

2 5394 58021 91242 7229 79518 1539191996

3 3855 95633 09462 25814 96927 49316151997

4 1786 97144 84182 21118 21031 88721131998

6 3619 89055 488100 78318 78633 1492581999

9 15914 17862 700114 02019 15933 5623012000

11 63118 04565 123118 01318 80133 0013012001

13 07420 46267 838126 76718 91334 6913012002

13 00820 58869 245129 87520 22136 70131..2003

13 00020 82170 890131 91920 54236 48331..2004

13 42921 39771 910132 78320 85936 91131..2005

13 36121 00671 951132 56020 22136 27631..2006

13 32320 96972 607133 28420 34836 63230..2007

13 85421 81272 560132 50120 95436 99928..2008

13 45021 03973 217135 03320 93738 19728..2009

13 77421 89974 986138 85221 72939 45427..2010

14 50522 89874 936139 85721 19938 83927..2011

14 97323 91475 271139 87621 64338 30027..2012

....74 715138 88020 97637 51127..2013
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