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Subject choices of completers of upper secondary general
school education in 2017
According to Statistics Finland, nearly all completers of the full upper secondary general school
syllabus in 2017 had studied English, and Finnish or Swedish during their attendance of upper
secondary general school. German had been studied by 19 per cent, Spanish by 16 per cent,
French by 12 per cent and Russian by 10 per cent of the completers of upper secondary general
school education. The proportions of those having studied other foreign languages remained
below two per cent. They also vary considerably between genders in several languages.

Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus 2017

Share of
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3, at
least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

A-languagesStudied
language

98.028 4451020428 429English

88.425 65168407622 4732 418Swedish

6.21 785214401031 617Finnish

11.73 3951 67983649217371French

19.25 5762 6741 16299821721German

9.52 7581 5978391347181Russian

0.1268170.1Sami

1.1306247554.0Latin

15.94 6033 0561 408118.21Spanish

1.85083951130.0Italian

1.235032124005Other

The completers of upper secondary general school studies had mainly taken English, Swedish or Finnish
as a compulsory language subject. German, Spanish, French, Russian and other foreign languages had
beenmainly studied as an elective language. A total of 29,019 students completed the full upper secondary
general school syllabus in spring 2017. 12,251 of the completers were men and 16,768 were women.

In spring 2017, 42 per cent of all completers of the full upper secondary general school syllabus - 36 per
cent of female students and 50 per cent of male students - had taken the long syllabus in mathematics.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 14.12.2017
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2017, male

Share of male
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six
courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

A-languagesStudied
language

98.212 035200212 031English

86.910 6513950319 417808Swedish

6.6811617043745Finnish

6.78214061811197108French

17.52 1501 0824613396262German

8.198758429152357Russian

0.06420.0Sami

0.78970163.0Latin

9.21 12379028248.3Spanish

0.910986230.0Italian

0.8104993002Other

Appendix table 2. Language choices of completers of full upper secondary general school syllabus
2017, female

Share of female
completers of full
upper secondary
general school
syllabus, %

TotalElective
language, fewer
than six courses

Elective
language B3,
at least six
courses

Elective
language B2,
at least six
courses

Compulsory
language
B1

A-languagesStudied
language

97.916 410820216 398English

89.515 00028904513 0561 610Swedish

5.89741527060872Finnish

15.42 5741 27365537310263French

20.43 4261 59270165915459German

10.61 7711 013548824124Russian

0.1204150.1Sami

1.3217177391.0Latin

20.83 4802 2661 12670.18Spanish

2.4399309900.0Italian

1.524622221003Other
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