
Economy-wide material flow accounts
2019

Domestic material consumption fell by three per cent from
the previous year
Altogether 178 million tonnes of natural resources were taken into use in Finland in 2019. The
figure was the lowest in the 2010s, over a sixth lower than in 2013 when the figure was at its
highest. Compared to the level of 2017 to 2018, the fall was considerably smaller, good one per
cent.

Domestic material consumption 2007 to 2019

2019201820172016201520142013201220112010200920082007Million tonnes

178180180172167170215185186187169196195Domestic direct inputs

57605757545859566260536964Foreign direct inputs

51494544424545444543354244Exports

185191191186179183229197203204187223215Domestic material consumption

Domestic material consumption, one indicator of sustainable development, was three per cent lower in
2019 than in 2017 to 2018. The fall was mainly due to decreased direct domestic inputs and imports, as
well as a slight growth in exports. The fall was mostly due to a decrease of good five per cent in soil
extraction.Indicators for sustainable development.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 3.12.2020

Environment and Natural
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https://www.stat.fi/tup/kestavan-kehityksen-yk-indikaattorit-agenda2030.html


Use of direct inputs by material group 2007 to 2019, million tonnes

Domestic material consumption is calculated by adding imports to domestic direct inputs (introduced
natural resources) and by subtracting exports. Of the natural resources introduced in 2019, altogether 28
per cent were wood and other plants, 28 per cent mineral ores and 42 per cent soil materials. In imports
most weight was laid on crude oil, 30 per cent and timber, 17 per cent of the total weight of imports. Of
the weight of exports, oil refined products and forest industry products had the biggest shares.

Total material requirement amounted to good 600 million tonnes in 2019, which is also over five per cent
lower than in the year before. In addition to domestic direct inputs and imports, total material requirement
includes unused extraction related to forestry and the extractive industry, as well as hidden flows from
imports. The decrease in total material requirement was particularly caused by the decrease in ore and soil
extraction, the related unused extraction, and the imports of metals and metal products and their hidden
flows.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Total material requirement by material groups 2007–2019

2019201820172016201520142013201220112010200920082007Millions tons

606642612594547538584544563560483578548Materials total

121010111111129109111111Plants and wild animals

61645757555455464647375651Wood

249275256246204189216187203204159166141Minerals

116120118116122121142137134138134161160Soil materials

168173171164157163161164170161143184185Manufactured imports

Appendix table 2. Direct input requirement by material groups 2007–2019

2019201820172016201520142013201220112010200920082007Millions tons

235240237230221228274241248247222265259Materials total

1089991010999101010Plants and wild animals

48504444434243373737294340Wood

62626661505178687576646257Minerals

80848279858810510310110197124127Soil materials

35363636343738242524212625Manufactured imports

Appendix table 3. Hidden flow requirement by material groups 2007–2019

2019201820172016201520142013201220112010200920082007Millions tons

370402375364326310310303315314262313289Materials total

1112112000000Plants and wild animals

131412121211119101071411Wood

1872141901851531381371191281299510484Minerals

36363638373336343337373732Soil materials

133137135128123126123140144137122158160Manufactured imports
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