
Entrance to education 2012
Immediate entrance to education of completers of comprehensive school
and new passers of the matriculation examination

Immediate continuation of studies became easier for
completers of comprehensive school but more difficult for
new passers of the matriculation examination
Immediate continuation of studies was slightly easier for completers of the 9th grade of
comprehensive school in 2012 than one year earlier. In contrast, immediate continuation of
studies was more difficult than before for new passers of the matriculation examination. In all,
8.5 per cent of the completers of the comprehensive school and 62.5 per cent of the new passers
of the matriculation examination failed to get a place for further studies. The share of those left
outside further studies went down for completers of comprehensive school and went up for new
passers of the matriculation examination by good one-half of a percentage point from one year
before. These data derive from education statistics compiled by Statistics Finland.

Direct transition to further studies of completers of the 9th grade of
comprehensive school 2005 - 2012, %

The total number of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school was 61,100 in 2012, which was
good two thousand fewer than one year earlier. Fifty per cent of them (59 per cent of women and 42 per
cent of men) went on to study in upper secondary general school, and 41.5 per cent (33 per cent of women
and 50 per cent of men) went on to attend upper secondary level vocational education. The remaining 8.5
per cent did not immediately continue studies leading to a qualification or degree. Theymay have continued
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studies not leading to a qualification, such as additional education of the comprehensive school (tenth
grade) or counselling and preparatory studies for initial vocational education (Career Start).

The share of those continuing studies leading to a qualification or degree was slightly higher than in the
previous year, even though the share of those who did not apply for a student place at all decreased to
some degree. However, nearly all completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school applied for further
studies as only 1.7 per cent did not do so.

The share of completers of the comprehensive school who continued to upper secondary general education
was highest in the region of Uusimaa and the number who continued to vocational education was highest
in the region of Kymenlaakso. The number of young people who did not continue to any studies leading
to a qualification or degree after the comprehensive school was relatively highest in the comprehensive
schools of the regions of North Ostrobothnia, Päijät-Häme and Uusimaa.

Direct transition to further studies of passers of the matriculation
examination 2005 - 2012, %

New passers of the matriculation examination numbered 32,000 in 2012, which was nearly one thousand
fewer than in the previous year. Eighteen per cent of them entered university education and 16 per cent
entered polytechnic education in the autumn of the year they passed the exam. Four per cent entered upper
secondary vocational education.

Clearly over one-half, or 62.5 per cent, of the passers of the matriculation examination in 2012 did not
continue studying in their year of graduation. The share of those left outside further studies has increased
over several years and it continued growing in 2012. This was the case, although the share of those who
did not apply for a student place at all diminished. Seventy-seven per cent of the new passers of the
matriculation examination applied for further studies. The share of applicants was good one-half of a
percentage point higher than a year before.

Entry to university education was easiest for students from the region of Ostrobothnia. The largest numbers
of students continued to polytechnic education in Central Ostrobothnia. Those having passed the
matriculation examination in Uusimaa remained most frequently outside further studies.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Direct transition to further studies of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive
school 2005 - 2012

Did not continue in studies
leading to a qualification
or degree

Continued studies in upper
secondary vocational
education

Continued studies in upper
secondary general
education

Completers of 9th grade of
comprehensive school

Year of
graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total

7,44 66639,424 92553,333 706100,063 2972005

8,85 79840,126 37451,133 666100,065 8382006

8,55 53540,726 54850,833 152100,065 2352007

7,64 89741,927 10050,632 743100,064 7402008

8,65 51041,226 42750,232 200100,064 1372009

8,95 71040,726 15350,432 352100,064 2152010

9,15 76241,226 06449,631 368100,063 1942011

8,55 16041,525 36050,030 539100,061 0592012

Appendix table 2. Direct transition to further studies of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive
school by sex 20121)

Change
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

MenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

WomenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

Total

%%%

.100,031 213.100,029 846.100,061 059
Completers of 9th grade of
comprehensive school 2012

–0,141,813 0560,958,617 4830,450,030 539
Continued studies in upper secondary
general education

0,950,015 622–0,432,69 7380,341,525 360
Continued studies in upper secondary
vocational education

–0,88,12 535–0,58,82 625–0,68,55 160
Did not continue in studies leading to a
qualification or degree

Completers of comprehensive school who started in both upper secondary general and vocational education are counted in those
continuing in upper secondary general education.

1)

Appendix table 3. Immediate applying for further studies by completers of the 9th grade of
comprehensive school by sex 20121)

Change
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

MenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

WomenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

Total

%%%

.100,031 213.100,029 846.100,061 059
Completers of 9th grade of
comprehensive school 2012

–0,144,513 9000,961,218 2530,552,732 153
Applied for upper secondary general
education

–0,153,816 786–1,037,211 091–0,545,727 877
Applied for upper secondary vocational
education

0,11,75270,21,75020,21,71 029
Did not apply for education leading to a
qualification

According to the first preference option.1)
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Appendix table 4. Direct transition to further studies of passers of the matriculation examination
2005 - 2012

Did not continue in
studies leading to a
qualification or degree

Continued studies in
university education

Continued studies in
polytechnic
education

Continued studies in
upper secondary
vocational education

Completers of the
matriculation
examination

Year of
graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

57,919 88319,56 70218,26 2624,31 490100,034 3372005

57,919 15320,56 77417,45 7664,21 398100,033 0912006

56,618 91720,16 72519,06 3664,21 412100,033 4202007

58,219 16619,16 28718,56 0874,21 396100,032 9362008

59,619 66818,36 02517,75 8424,51 476100,033 0112009

60,319 71718,15 92317,45 6764,21 365100,032 6812010

61,820 27717,85 85016,25 3004,21 374100,032 8012011

62,519 98717,85 68015,65 0054,11 324100,031 9962012

Appendix table 5. Direct transition to further studies of passers of the matriculation examination
by sex 20121)

Change
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

MenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

WomenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

Total

%%%

.100,013 516.100,018 480.100,031 996
Completers of the matriculation
examination 2012

–0,11,92580,05,81 066–0,14,11 324
Continued studies in upper secondary
vocational education

–0,615,62 103–0,515,72 902–0,615,65 005
Continued studies in polytechnic
education

–0,520,42 7550,215,82 9250,017,85 680Continued studies in university education

1,262,18 4000,262,711 5870,762,519 987
Did not continue in studies leading to a
qualification or degree

Those continuing education are included once in the table figures according to the highest level of education.1)

Appendix table 6. Immediate applying for further studies by passers of thematriculation examination
by sex 20121)

Change
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

MenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

WomenChange
from the
previous
year,
percentage
points

Total

%%%

.100,013 516.100,018 480.100,031 996
Completers of the matriculation
examination 2012

–0,11,41870,02,5461–0,12,0648
Applied for upper secondary vocational
education

–0,618,32 467–2,020,93 870–1,419,86 337Applied only for polytechnic education

0,620,32 743–2,125,84 774–0,923,57 517
Applied for both polytechnic and
university education

1,133,24 4944,429,95 5253,031,310 019Applied only for university education

–1,026,83 625-0,420,83 850–0,623,47 475Did not apply for further studies

Applicants are included once in the table figures according to the highest level of education.1)
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