
Entrance to education 2019

Close on 1,400 completers of comprehensive school aged
under 18 outside education
According to Statistics Finland's education statistics, 2.4 per cent of completers of comprehensive
school aged under 18, or close on 1,400 pupils, did not continue in education in 2019. Altogether
54 per cent continued in upper secondary general education, 40 per cent in vocational education,
one per cent in additional education of basic education (10-grade) and two per cent in guidance
or preparatory education. Seventy per cent of new passers of the matriculation examination in
spring did not continue studies leading to a qualification or degree in the year of the matriculation
examination. The share of new passers of the matriculation examination left outside further
studies has grown over 12 years.

Direct continuation to further studies for completers of
comprehensive school 2019 (aged under 18), %

In 2019, the number of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school was 59,000, of whom 57,500
were aged under 18. Nearly all completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive school applied immediately
to further studies, one per cent did not do so. In all, 65 per cent of girls and 43 per cent of boys applied
primarily to upper secondary general school. In all, 33 per cent of girls and 55 per cent of boys applied
primarily to upper secondary vocational education.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 10.12.2020
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Direct continuation to further studies for completers of
comprehensive school 2009–2019

Ninety-three per cent (94 per cent of those aged under 18) of completers of comprehensive school continued
in education leading to a qualification. Of those who had completed their studies, 53 per cent (54 per cent
of those aged under 18) continued in upper secondary general school and 40 per cent in vocational education
(also 40 per cent of those aged under 18). The share of those continuing in vocational education decreased
from the previous year. A total of 1,300 completers of comprehensive school continued in guidance and
preparatory education and almost 800 in additional education of the comprehensive school (10th grade).
In all, 1,900 completers of comprehensive school remained outside all of the above-mentioned education,
of whom 1,400 were aged under 18.

Seventy per cent of new passers of the matriculation examination remained
outside education
In 2019, the number of new passers of the matriculation examination without a place for further studies
grew by 0.5 percentage points from the previous year, even though the share of those having received a
place for further studies in tertiary level education increased slightly. Ten per cent of new passers of the
matriculation examination continued in university of applied sciences education and 18 per cent in university
education. The share of those continuing in vocational education decreased further. Universities must
reserve some of the student places in the joint application for those applying for their first place in tertiary
education, nevertheless, the share of those left without a place for further studies has grown for the past
12 years. Nearly one-half, or 48 per cent, of the passers of the matriculation examination in spring 2007
continued their studies in the same year, while in 2019 only 30 per cent of the passers of the matriculation
examination in spring continued.
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Direct transition to further studies of passers of the matriculation
examination in the spring semester 2007–2019, %

Although the share of men having received a place for further studies immediately in the same year grew
by 0.4 percentage points, the share of women weakened by 1.2 percentage points. In all, 65 per cent of
men and 74 per cent of women did not have a place for further studies. Male passers of the matriculation
examination continued more often than women in university and university of applied sciences education,
35 per cent of men and 24 per cent of women started tertiary level studies.

Passers of the matriculation examination, who did not continue
studies leading to a qualification or degree by gender 2003–2019, %

In the year of passing thematriculation examination, 81 per cent of passers of the matriculation examination,
79 per cent of men and 82 per cent of women, applied for a place for further studies. The number of
applicants to further studies fell by 1.7 percentage points. Application to university education increased
but application to university of applied sciences education decreased. Fifty per cent of passers of the
matriculation examination applied only to university education and 16 per cent applied only to university
of applied sciences education. Fourteen per cent of new passers of the matriculation examination applied
simultaneously to both university of applied sciences and university education and one per cent to upper
secondary vocational education.

Many new passers of the matriculation examination have to have a gap year or years before finding a place
for further studies, even though most apply to further studies right after passing the matriculation
examination.
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Entrance to education by passers of matriculation examination in
2016, %

When examining the placement of new passers of the matriculation examination (30,980) in 2016 to further
studies by the end of 2017, a place for further studies had been found after one gap year by 53 per cent,
45 per cent had started studies in tertiary education and seven per cent in upper secondary vocational
education. After two gap years most had started further studies. Sixty-six per cent were studying, 60 per
cent in tertiary education and six per cent in upper secondary vocational education in 2018. The share of
those starting studies after three gap years had grown to 72 per cent. Entrance to further studies was weaker
after gap years for passers of the matriculation examination in 2016 than for passers of the matriculation
examination in the previous year, see the previous year's statistics.

More detailed information on application and transition to further studies of completers of comprehensive
school and passers of the matriculation examination, and basic education of applicants to education and
new students can be found in the database tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Direct transition to further studies of completers of the 9th grade of comprehensive
school 2000 - 2019

Did not
continue
studies leading
to a
qualification or
degree or in
guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in additional
education
(10th grade)

Continued
studies in upper
secondary
vocational
education

Continued
studies in upper
secondary
general
education

Completers of 9th
grade of
comprehensive
school

Year of graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

8,72 821----48,615 84542,713 907100,032 573Boys2010

9,12 889----32,610 30858,318 445100,031 642Girls

8,95 710----40,726 15350,432 352100,064 215Total

8,92 894----49,115 89341,913 563100,032 350Boys2011

9,32 868----33,010 17157,717 805100,030 844Girls

9,15 762----41,226 06449,631 368100,063 194Total

8,12 535----50,015 62241,813 056100,031 213Boys2012

8,82 625----32,69 73858,617 483100,029 846Girls

8,55 160----41,525 36050,030 539100,061 059Total

7,72 330----50,215 17842,112 736100,030 244Boys2013

8,42 468----31,89 33859,817 531100,029 337Girls

8,14 798----41,124 51650,830 267100,059 581Total

NB1)

4,51 3200,51611,132751,115 10242,712 616100,029 526Boys2014

4,31 2170,92531,336132,79 25560,917 241100,028 327Girls

4,42 5370,74141,268842,124 35751,629 857100,057 853Total

2,57541,95571,131751,315 21043,212 830100,029 668Boys2015

2,98362,05611,130931,99 12262,117 728100,028 556Girls

2,71 5901,91 1181,162641,824 33252,530 558100,058 224Total

2,26661,64680,823252,115 47043,312 846100,029 682Boys2016

2,77601,74630,720332,28 98962,717 518100,027 933Girls

2,51 4261,69310,843542,524 45952,730 364100,057 615Total

3,08771,85250,925851,315 15543,112 732100,029 547Boys2017

3,18871,95290,822230,98 71763,317 851100,028 206Girls

3,11 7641,81 0540,848041,323 87253,030 583100,057 753Total

3,19292,26530,927651,015 22342,812 775100,029 856Boys2018

3,28881,95240,926629,98 42864,118 065100,028 171Girls

3,11 8172,01 1770,954240,823 65153,130 840100,058 027Total

3,19452,47341,441750,915 43642,212 775100,030 307Boys2019

3,29182,05661,235229,08 33164,618 558100,028 725Girls

3,21 8632,21 3001,376940,323 76753,131 333100,059 032Total

Ages under 18

2,26311,85371,131351,114 91043,812 793100,029 184Boys2015

2,67371,95331,130331,78 93562,717 677100,028 185Girls

2,41 3681,91 0701,161641,623 84553,130 470100,057 369Total

2,05781,54450,822851,915 20043,812 812100,029 263Boys2016

2,57001,64370,719931,98 80363,317 472100,027 611Girls

2,21 2781,68820,842742,224 00353,230 284100,056 874Total
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Did not
continue
studies leading
to a
qualification or
degree or in
guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in guidance
education

Continued
studies
immediately
in additional
education
(10th grade)

Continued
studies in upper
secondary
vocational
education

Continued
studies in upper
secondary
general
education

Completers of 9th
grade of
comprehensive
school

Year of graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

2,57281,75010,925351,114 82043,812 682100,028 984Boys2017

2,87841,85120,822130,58 47164,117 802100,027 790Girls

2,71 5121,81 0130,847441,023 29153,730 484100,056 774Total

2,46982,16180,927650,814 79243,712 711100,029 095Boys2018

2,77571,85041,026429,68 19964,918 007100,027 731Girls

2,61 4552,01 1221,054040,522 99154,130 718100,056 826Total

2,26442,36851,441350,714 83943,412 709100,029 290Boys2019

2,67301,85211,235028,78 10265,618 492100,028 195Girls

2,41 3742,11 2061,376339,922 94154,331 201100,057 485Total

Data on transfers to additional educational of basic education (10th grade) and guidance and preparatory education are available
starting from 2014.

1)

Appendix table 2. Immediate transition for further studies by new passers of the matriculation
examination 2005 - 20191)

Did not continue
studies leading to a
qualification or degree

Continued studies in
university education

Continued studies in
university of applied
sciences education

Continued studies in
upper secondary
vocational education

Completers of the
matriculation
examination

Year of
graduation

%Total%Total%Total%Total%Total

53,616 36721,96 69120,06 1044,51 381100,030 5432005

53,415 63023,06 73719,25 6314,41 296100,029 2942006

52,315 66822,46 71720,96 2454,41 305100,029 9352007

53,715 71321,46 27320,55 9864,41 290100,029 2622008

55,416 32620,46 01619,55 7454,71 380100,029 4672009

56,116 34820,35 90919,15 5744,41 284100,029 1152010

57,616 77120,15 83817,95 2234,41 283100,029 1152011

58,316 50720,05 65517,44 9244,31 231100,028 3172012

59,817 01319,85 63115,94 5164,61 313100,028 4732013

63,017 74018,75 27813,23 7135,11 448100,028 1792014

64,417 60018,55 06812,03 2815,01 376100,027 3252015

67,218 18117,64 76011,13 0154,11 114100,027 0702016

68,818 68217,74 79710,12 7463,4926100,027 1512017

69,518 94718,34 9979,62 6302,6696100,027 2702018

70,018 36118,44 8239,92 5961,8463100,026 2432019

The table includes the completers of the matriculation examination in the spring semester (1 January to 31 July) of the statistical
reference year.

1)
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Appendix table 3. Entrance to education by passers of the matriculation examination in 20161)

%Did not continue
studies leading to a
qualification or
degree

%In Highschool%In Vocational
education

Studying, %Completers of the
matriculation
examination, toltal in
2016

GenderNumber 
of gab
years

47,414 68245,414 0637,22 23552,630 980Total1

48,26 19447,76 1364,152851,812 858Men1

46,88 48843,77 9279,41 70753,218 122Women1

33,710 43060,318 6716,11 87966,330 980Total2

33,04 24562,78 0564,355767,012 858Men2

34,16 18558,610 6157,31 32265,918 122Women2

28,18 71867,821 0024,01 26071,930 980Total3

26,93 45469,98 9893,241573,112 858Men3

29,05 26466,312 0134,784571,018 122Women3

Only education leading to a qualification or degree in Finland included. The examination includes one student place by the highest
level of education.

1)
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