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Unemployment rate of young men higher than that of
women in all regions
According to Statistics Finland's employment statistics, 296,500 persons were unemployed at
the end of 2017. There were 38,700 unemployed aged 18 to 24. Among young men, the share
of unemployed in the labour force was higher than among women in all regions. Around every
third unemployed young person had also been unemployed in the previous year. Forty-one per
cent of unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 did not belong to families.

Unemployment rate of persons aged 18 to 24 by region and sex in
2017*, %

*Data are preliminary

In 2017, there were 296,500 persons unemployed, of whom 13 per cent were aged 18 to 24. According to
preliminary data, the unemployment rate of persons aged 18 to 24 was around 15 per cent. The share of
unemployed in the working-age labour force (aged 18 to 64) was 11 per cent.

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 17.12.2018
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Examined by region, the unemployment rate of those aged 18 to 24 was highest in Kymenlaakso, where
24 per cent of the labour force in the age group were unemployed.

The unemployment rate of men aged 18 to 24 was 18 per cent, the corresponding rate for women was
seven percentage points lower (11 per cent). The difference between sexes in the unemployment rate
varied by region: The difference was biggest in South Karelia, where the unemployment rate of young
men was 14 percentage points higher than that of women. Correspondingly, the difference was smallest
in Åland, where the unemployment rate of youngmen was one percentage point higher than that of women.

The share of women among unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 was 39 per cent. The share varies by
region: The share of women was smallest in Kainuu: 32 per cent, and biggest in Åland, 43 per cent.

Unemployed man aged 18 to 24 was most often unemployed in the year
before as well
In 2017, altogether 23,700 men aged 18 to 24 were unemployed. Of them, 8,500 had also been unemployed
in the previous year. Nearly as many had been a student one year earlier. The number of unemployed
women was 15,000, most of whom had been students in the year before, 4,200 had been unemployed.

Main type of activity in the previous year of unemployed persons
aged 18 to 24 in 2017

*Other: Pensioners, Conscripts and other persons outside the labour force

Forty-one per cent of young unemployed persons did not belong to families
Forty-one per cent of unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 did not belong to families. Thirty-five per cent
had the status of a child as their family status, that is, they were living with their parents. Children living
with their parents or the spouse's biological children or adopted children are considered children by their
family status regardless of their age.
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Unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 by family status in 2017, %

*Other includes categories: institutional population, family status unknown and mother/father, no spouse
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Number of unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 and unemployment rate by sex
and region in 20171)

Unemployment rate, %Labour forceUnemployedRegion

TotalWomenMenTotalWomenMenTotalWomenMen

4.84.35.31,432691741693039Åland

21.914.728.75,3452,6042,7411,169383786South Karelia

16.613.119.78,6154,0914,5241,427537890South Ostrobothnia

20.315.025.25,8182,8003,0181,179419760Etelä-Savo

22.815.828.72,9941,3781,616682218464Kainuu

15.612.318.67,1123,4433,6691,106424682Kanta-Häme

13.610.916.33,2531,6001,653443174269Central Ostrobothnia

21.517.126.013,7156,8796,8362,9511,1751,776Central Finland

24.119.428.46,7763,2353,5411,6316261,005Kymenlaakso

17.912.023.87,9753,9983,9771,425478947Lapland

16.613.520.025,50613,13512,3714,2431,7712,472Pirkanmaa

8.96.411.29,4414,6124,829836296540Ostrobothnia

22.417.227.47,2793,5783,7011,6306161,014North Karelia

18.715.921.320,5719,84110,7303,8461,5632,283North Ostrobothnia

17.012.421.511,0725,4735,5991,8806791,201Pohjois-Savo

19.015.022.88,6974,2744,4231,6506401,010Päijät-Häme

15.412.518.19,5914,6134,9781,474575899Satakunta

9.77.112.583,16844,44838,7208,0283,1744,854Uusimaa

12.59.815.424,57512,57711,9983,0751,2311,844Varsinais-Suomi

14.711.318.3262,935133,270129,66538,74415,00923,735Whole country

Data for 2017 are preliminary1)
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Appendix table 2. Main type of activity in the previous year of unemployed persons aged 18 to 24
by sex in 2017 1)

TotalWomenMenMain type of activity in 2016

7,5053,3444,161Employed

12,6774,1608,517Unemployed

13,3385,5177,821Student

4,5971,6792,918Other2)

627309318Not in the permanent resident population in 2016

38,74415,00923,735Total unemployed

Data for 2017 are preliminary1)

Other: Pensioners, conscripts and other persons outside the labour force2)
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Appendix table 3. Unemployed persons aged 18 to 24 by family status in 20171)

TotalWomenMenFamily status

7,9904,5693,421Spouse/Cohabiting partner

13,5653,7579,808Child

15,7175,9169,801Not belonging to families

1,472767705Other2)

38,74415,00923,735Total unemployed

Data for 2017 are preliminary1)

Other includes: institutional population, family status unknown, and the category mother/father, no spouse2)
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