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University students numbered 169,000 in 2012

According to Statistics Finland, a total of 169,000 students attended university education leading
to a degree in 2012. The number of students grew by one per cent compared to the previous
year. 96,200 students were studying for a university Bachelor's degree and 48,000 for a higher
university degree (Master). There were 4,200 students studying for professional specialisation
in medicine, veterinary and dentistry and 1,900 studying for licentiate's degrees. The share of
those studying for a doctoral degree among all students was 11 per cent, or 18,700 students.

University students by fields of education ( Educational
Administration's classification 1995) in 2012

In 2012, the highest numbers of students were studying in the administration and commerce sector, 26
per cent. There were nearly as many students in the humanities and education, 25 per cent. The third most
students were studying in the technology and transport sector, 19 per cent. The proportion of women of
all students attending education leading to a degree was 54 per cent but the variation was large when
viewed by fields of education. In the humanities and education the proportion of women was 76 per cent

Quoting is encouraged provided Statistics Finland is acknowledged as the source.Helsinki 23.4.2013

Education 2013



and in the health and social services sector it was 69 per cent, but in the technology and transport sector
the proportion was only 22 per cent.

There were most students at the University of Helsinki, 36,200. The second most students were found at
Aalto University, 19,600 and the third most at the University of Turku, 17,700. The smallest university
was the Finnish Academy of Fine Arts with 280 students.

At universities, 17,100 students started studying for a university Bachelor's degree and 6,200 started
studying for a higher university degree (Master). The data on entry into universities have become more
detailed. From 2012 onwards, the data are given as number of students that have started studying for the
degree in question for the first time at the university in question. Previously, this was the number of students
that had been enrolled as students for the first time at the university in question.

Age of new students studying for university Bachelor's degrees in
2012, %

Nearly one-fifth of students starting to study for a university Bachelor's degree are aged 25 or over. Thirty
per cent were aged 19, 21 per cent were aged 20 and 13 per cent were aged 21. Of all students studying
for a university Bachelor's degree, half were aged 25 or over.

More detailed time series data on university students and new students by education and university are
available in the appendix tables.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. New university students and total number of students in universities by level of
education and gender in 2012

Students,
women

Students, menStudents, totalNew students,
women

New students,
men

New students,
total

Level

90 57878 463169 04114 64911 38326 032Total

48 86247 36996 2319 7627 36917 131
University Bachelor's
degree

28 11719 93148 0483 3642 8686 232
Higher university degree
(Master)

2 8661 3034 169444242686

Professional specialisation
in medicine, veterinary and
dentistry

8901 0161 9067822100Licentiate's degree

9 8438 84418 6871 0018821 883Doctoral degree

Appendix table 2. New university students and total number of students in universities by region
in 2012

Students,
women

Students, menStudents, totalNew students,
women

New students,
men

New students,
total

Regions of Education

90 57878 463169 04114 64911 38326 032Whole Country, Total
90 57378 463169 03614 64911 38326 032Mainland Finland
30 99328 58859 5814 6093 9568 565Uusimaa

12 1128 87220 9841 8861 3573 243Varsinais-Suomi

1 4769692 445340135475Satakunta

-2020---Kanta-Häme

12 09313 04925 1421 6761 4773 153Pirkanmaa

217134351483785Päijät-Häme

-44---Kymenlaakso

1 3723 4784 850253511764South Karelia

7982391 03720567272Etelä-Savo

4 1382 4416 5797794581 237Pohjois-Savo

4 5433 1017 6448345261 360North Karelia

7 8235 17813 0011 4769352 411Central Finland

54651314South Ostrobothnia

4 2293 0607 2897855561 341Ostrobothnia

12951180411253Central Ostrobothnia

7 1777 72814 9051 2341 1602 394North Ostrobothnia

18997286---Kainuu

3 2791 4084 687480195675Lapland

5-5---Åland
5-5---Åland
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Appendix table 3. New university students and total number of students by universities in 2012

Students,
women

Students, menStudents, totalNew students,
women

New
students,men

New students,
total

University

90 57878 463169 04114 64911 38326 032Total
200170370342761Theatre Academy Helsinki

169113282292049Finnish Academy of Fine Arts

7705641 33411689205Sibelius Academy

23 26112 94036 2013 4061 7675 173University of Helsinki

3 8952 7276 6227114841 195Åbo Akademi University

7 3467 80015 1461 2351 1602 395University of Oulu

10 0825 44215 5241 3946892 083University of Tampere

7 9615 21313 1741 5179472 464University of Jyväskylä

1 0551 3072 362181198379Hanken School of Economics

2 6642 4075 071478437915University of Vaasa

1 4013 5134 914268537805
Lappeenranta University of
Technology

2 2618 05810 3193268361 162
Tampere University of
Technology

3 2771 4074 684479195674University of Lapland

2980883711314325National Defence University

6 22213 34719 5699951 6462 641Aalto University

9 2905 63714 9271 7561 0092 765University of Eastern Finland

10 6957 01017 7051 7131 0282 741University of Turku

Appendix table 4. New university students studying for university Bachelor's degrees and students
by age in 2012

Students, womenStudents, menStudents, totalNew students,
women

New students,
men

New students, totalStudent's age

48 86247 36996 2319 7627 36917 131Total
2 6792 6075 2862 6002 5105 110-19 years

4 5923 6698 2612 3121 3063 61820 years

5 3174 2749 5911 2211 0652 28621 years

5 3714 65910 0306886351 32322 years

4 6694 5259 19447838386123 years

3 7734 0857 85832124456524 years

10 20211 47321 6759306911 62125-29 years

4 9755 59610 57144926171030-34 years

2 7222 8315 55326712839535-39 years

4 5623 6508 21249614664240- years
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