
University education 2017

Number of doctorate degrees fell by 7 per cent from the
previous year
According to Statistics Finland's Education Statistics, 31,000 university degrees were completed
in 2017, which is almost 900 fewer than in the previous year. The number of doctorate degrees
fell proportionally most, by seven per cent compared with the previous year. The number of lower
university degrees decreased by three per cent and that of higher university degrees by two per
cent from the year before.

Completed university degrees 2001–2017

University degrees
In all, 14,000 lower university degrees, 15,100 higher university degrees, 100 licentiate degrees and 1,750
doctorate degrees were completed. Fifty-eight per cent of those having completed a degree in 2017 were
women. Nearly seven per cent of the degrees were attained by foreign students, the figure being almost
11 per cent for higher university degrees and 23 per cent for doctorate degrees.

According to the national classification of education (2016), most degrees in 2017 were completed in the
field of business, administration and law, 18 per cent of all degrees. Sixteen per cent of degrees were
completed in arts and humanities and around 14 per cent of degrees were completed in both social sciences,
journalism and information and engineering, manufacturing and construction. Most doctorate degrees
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were completed in the fields of health and welfare, and engineering, manufacturing and construction, in
both around one-fifth of all completed doctorate degrees.

Examined by university, the highest numbers of degrees were completed at the University of Helsinki,
good 6,000. The second most degrees were completed at the University of Turku, nearly 3,500 and the
third most at Aalto University, 3,400.

University students
In 2017, a total of 24,900 new students started studies, which is 700 fewer than one year previously. The
number of new students studying for higher university degrees decreased by 10 per cent. By contrast, the
number of new students studying for lower university degrees went down by only one per cent and the
number of new doctoral programme students, in turn, grew by 11 per cent compared with the year before.
In all, 16,400 students started studying for a lower university degree and close on 6,600 for a higher
university degree. Nearly 1,900 students started studies for a doctorate degree.

University students by fields of education (Finnish Standard
Classification of Education) and gender in 2017

In 2017, a total of 153,300 students were studying at universities, which is one per cent lower than in the
previous year. In all, 78,300 students were studying for a lower university degree and 56,200 for a higher
university degree. There were 18,600 post-graduate students, of whom good 900 were studying for a
licentiate degree and around 17,700 for a doctorate degree.

In 2017, the highest numbers of students were studying in the field of arts and humanities, 17 per cent.
The second most students were studying in the field of business, administration and law, 15 per cent.
Fourteen per cent of students were studying in the field of engineering, manufacturing and construction
and 13 per cent in social sciences, journalism and information. The proportion of women of all students
attending education leading to a degree was 53 per cent but the variation was large between fields of
education. Good four out of five students in education were women, while in the field of information and
communication technology (ICT), the proportion of women was nearly one-fifth of students. In arts and
humanities and social sciences, journalism and information, women made up good two-thirds of students.
Health and welfare, and agriculture and forestry were also female-dominated: around two-thirds of students
were women. In contrast, both sexes represented around one-half of students in business, administration
and law, and natural sciences.

The number of students was highest at the University of Helsinki, 31,300. The second most students were
found at Aalto University, good 17,300, and the third most at the University of Turku, about 16,200. More

2



detailed time series data on university students and degrees by education and university are available in
the tables in databases.
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Appendix tables

Appendix table 1. Students in universities and completed university degrees by level of education,
fields of education (National classification of education 2016) and gender in 2017

Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of

whom
women

Total

58,118 01231 01453,481 860153 26256,514 05224 888Fields of education, totalLevel of
education,
total

84,13 1163 70781,611 77914 42781,62 2992 816Education

71,93 5784 97368,618 24826 61870,12 5933 701Arts and humanities

70,82 9834 21568,213 64020 01472,72 2503 097
Social sciences, journalism
and information

53,52 9205 45349,411 34022 94752,42 1194 043
Business, administration
and law

53,31 4742 76549,67 50115 11153,81 3292 472
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

21,54051 88118,42 52713 73423,14581 981

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

26,91 1734 35524,65 44122 10327,49803 582
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

67,750374365,32 3373 57965,2348534
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

73,11 6782 29466,48 44012 71671,61 5522 168Health and welfare

29,018262830,26072 01325,1124494Services

59,78 38214 04451,340 13778 25756,69 30116 419Fields of education, totalUniversity
Bachelor’s
degree

85,71 7792 07780,57 0908 80281,51 8432 261Education

72,61 7602 42367,79 38213 86270,31 8482 630Arts and humanities

69,41 3421 93367,16 6879 96572,51 4421 989
Social sciences, journalism
and information

51,11 3682 67744,85 66412 65048,81 3242 714
Business, administration
and law

54,06771 25348,04 4519 27454,91 0431 900
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

19,715277115,81 1967 57820,72611 259

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

25,44051 59521,22 31410 91027,06272 319
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

70,124434862,61 1361 81466,0249377
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

83,258470280,11 9342 41584,7585691Health and welfare

26,87126528,728398728,379279Services
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Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of

whom
women

Total

57,28 62315 08756,531 73956 21556,73 7266 567Fields of education, totalHigher
university
degree
(Master)

82,51 2841 55685,43 8184 47385,4369432Education

72,21 6792 32571,96 9819 70972,9543745Arts and humanities

72,71 5012 06471,05 4337 64977,7671864
Social sciences, journalism
and information

55,91 4752 63955,64 9028 81361,27071 156
Business, administration
and law

52,56321 20355,22 0883 78556,9198348
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

22,822397721,61 0314 77328,8176612

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

27,56672 42826,32 0387 74126,12611 001
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

65,020431466,57601 14253,15196
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

69,48551 23260,74 4197 27663,77101 115Health and welfare

29,510334931,526985420,240198Services

91,3212394,115916996,32627Fields of education, totalProfessional
specialisation
in veterinary1)

91,3212394,115916996,32627
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

72,07710747,944091950,0918Fields of education, totalLicentiate’s
degree 83,35672,72433100,011Education

25,01437,72053-00Arts and humanities

88,5465287,7200228100,011
Social sciences, journalism
and information

76,9101354,35710546,2613
Business, administration
and law

56,391650,0244850,012
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

20,01513,2151140,001

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

28,62726,384319-00
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

0,0010,002-00
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

100,03394,11617-00Health and welfare
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Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of whom

women
Total%Of whom

women
Total%Of

whom
women

Total

51,99091 75353,09 38517 70253,39901 857Fields of education, totalDoctoral
degree 70,6486875,78471 11970,586122Education

62,413822162,31 8652 99462,0202326Arts and humanities

56,69416660,81 3202 17256,0136243
Social sciences, journalism
and information

54,06712452,07171 37951,382160
Business, administration
and law

53,215629346,89382 00439,287222
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

22,72912822,52851 26919,321109

Information and
Communication
Technologies (ICT)

30,59932532,11 0053 13335,192262
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

59,6345762,428245264,72234
Agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and veterinary

66,123635768,82 0713 00871,0257362Health and welfare

57,181432,05517229,4517Services

Starting from 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included
in education leading to a degree.

1)

7



Appendix table 2. Foreign students in universities and completed university degrees by level of
education, fields of education (National classification of education 2016) and gender in 20171)

Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of

whom
women

Total%Of whom
women

Total%Of
whom
women

Total

42,78922 08843,74 70310 76146,41 0172 190Fields of education, totalLevel of
education,
total

64,97411465,637557264,5107166Education

63,214823461,11 0321 68865,5226345Arts and humanities

53,19317557,651789761,996155
Social sciences, journalism
and information

54,015027851,77181 38953,0143270
Business, administration and
law

37,610929043,15471 26847,5123259
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

23,88937424,14281 77529,5105356

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

30,313644926,85922 21027,7135488
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

51,9285448,013127349,02449
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

60,4559154,032059360,25388Health and welfare

34,5102944,8439635,7514Services

46,0408750,233867350,891179Fields of education, totalUniversity
Bachelor’s
degree

75,03465,6426456,31832Education

58,1183162,015825551,73058Arts and humanities

0,0559,5223790,0910
Social sciences, journalism
and information

63,6142243,04610744,01125
Business, administration and
law

40,02547,5285956,3916
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

12,51823,4114760,035

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

10,011022,5208926,7830
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

0,0166,723100,011
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

100,01175,0912100,022Health and welfare

8



Completed degreesStudentsNew studentsField of educationLevel of
education %Of

whom
women

Total%Of whom
women

Total%Of
whom
women

Total

43,66941 59344,22 8576 46847,47101 497Fields of education, totalHigher
university
degree
(Master)

66,06610066,924736968,576111Education

65,711918164,46451 00270,9156220Arts and humanities

59,18113761,833353967,370104
Social sciences, journalism
and information

54,212322754,25451 00654,9113206
Business, administration and
law

33,56017943,326060152,779150
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

24,37832123,93111 30130,589292

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

32,011034426,53551 33826,692346
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

61,1223653,17614348,61735
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

65,0264055,85810466,71421Health and welfare

32,192841,5276533,3412Services

-0050,01250,012Fields of education, totalProfessional
specialisation
in veterinary2)

-0050,01250,012
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

100,02246,7715100,022Fields of education, totalLicentiate’s
degree -00100,011100,011Education

-0033,313-00Arts and humanities

-00100,011100,011
Social sciences, journalism
and information

-000,001-00
Business, administration and
law

100,01150,012-00

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

100,01142,937-00
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

38,415640641,61 5003 60341,8213510Fields of education, totalDoctoral
degree 50,051061,68513854,51222Education

50,0112253,322842859,74067Arts and humanities

36,4123350,316132040,01640
Social sciences, journalism
and information

44,8132946,212727548,71939
Business, administration and
law

44,34710642,625960837,63593
Natural sciences,
mathematics and statistics

20,594424,710542522,01359

Information and
Communication Technologies
(ICT)

25,5249427,621477631,335112
Engineering, manufacturing
and construction

35,361741,65212545,5511
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries
and veterinary

56,0285053,025347756,93765Health and welfare

100,01151,6163150,012Services

Foreign students citizenship other than Finnish.1)
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Starting from 1st of February 2015, professional specialisation in medicine, except for veterinary science, is no longer included
in education leading to a degree.

2)
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